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Non-violence: A Style of Politics for Peace
“On this occasion, I would like to reflect on nonviolence as a style of politics for peace. I ask God
to help all of us to cultivate nonviolence in our most personal thoughts and values. May charity
and nonviolence govern how we treat each other as individuals, within society and in
international life. When victims of violence are able to resist the temptation to retaliate, they
become the most credible promotors of nonviolent peacemaking. In the most local and
ordinary situations and in the international order, may nonviolence become the hallmark of our
decisions, our relationships and our actions, and indeed of political life in all its forms.”
“All of us want peace. Many people build it day by day through small gestures and acts; many
of them are suffering, yet patiently persevere in their efforts to be peacemakers”. In 2017, may
we dedicate ourselves prayerfully and actively to banishing violence from our hearts, words and
deeds, and to becoming nonviolent people and to building nonviolent communities that care
for our common home. “Nothing is impossible if we turn to God in prayer. Everyone can be an
artisan of peace”. (Pope Francis)

Prayer for Peace
Lord God of peace, hear our prayer!
We have tried so many times and over so many years to resolve our conflicts by our own powers
and by the force of our arms. How many moments of hostility and darkness have we
experienced; how much blood has been shed; how many lives have been shattered; how many
hopes have been buried… But our efforts have been in vain.
Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of
peace. Open our eyes and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: “Never again war!”;
“With war everything is lost”. Instill in our hearts the courage to take concrete steps to achieve
peace.
Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, you created us and you call us to live
as brothers and sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable us to see
everyone who crosses our path as our brother or sister. Make us sensitive to the plea of our
citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into implements of peace, our trepidation
into confident trust, and our quarreling into forgiveness.
Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and perseverance we may opt for
dialogue and reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at last, and may the words
“division”, “hatred” and “war” be banished from the heart of every man and woman. Lord,
defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands. Renew our hearts and minds, so that the
word which always brings us together will be “brother”, and our way of life will always be that of:
Shalom, Peace, Salaam! Amen.

